
	
  

ecologically 
sustainable? 

 

Will it require 
a lining? 

 

Color 

SELECTING FABRIC FOR A GARMENT 	
  

What will sewing 
the fabric be like? 

 

Does fabric on its 
own say enough? 

 

How does fabric 
impact construction 
and stylistic details? 

 

Cost 
 

Fiber Content Care 
 

Structure/Hand 
 

personal 
preference

.4 
 
 
season garment 

will be worn 
 
 

breathability 
 

currently 
stylish? 

 

flattering on 
individual? 

 

core wardrobe 
piece or fun 

individual piece? 
 
 

goes with existing 
clothes or will you 
have to buy/make 
clothes to go with? 

 

if sheer or semi-
sheer, can you 
successfully 

change color? 
 

can you use a stylistic 
element to change? (like a 
collar out of a fabric that 

is flattering or a trim) 
 
 

launder 
 

dry clean 
 

convenience 
 and cost 

what details, trims, or 
contrasting fabrics 
could be used to 
make garment 
successful? 

 

what will it be 
like inserting a 

zipper or making 
buttonholes? 

 

what kind of seams 
will you use? 

 

regular 
pressed open 

 

french 
 

flat fell 
 

serger 
constructed 

 

what kind of seam 
finishes will you use? 

 serger 
finished 

 
hand 

overcast 
 zigzagged 

 
bound 

 

will fabric work 
w/garment’s collar, 
placket, seaming, 

pockets? 
 

does it require special 
needles or sewing 

machine feet? 
 

have you worked 
w/fabric before? 

 

easy to handle 
 

difficult to sew 
 

worth it? 
 

willing to put the 
time into it? 

 
willing to learn 

to handle? 
 

don’t know 
 

will need to do 
some sample 

testing 
 

just right for 
garment shape 

and style 
 

too 
structured 

 

would it soften 
w/washing? (rare) 

 

not quite 
enough 

 

which fabric for 
underlining? 

 

which 
interfacing? 

 

time and cost 
worthwhile? 

 

really not 
enough 

 

don’t 
consider 

 

don’t 
consider 

 no yes 

consider 
 

no yes 

consider 
 

© 2013 Sarah Veblen 
Do not copy without permission. 


